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SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 9

WHEREAS, the use of prescription drugs improves the qudity of careand helps patients live
hedlthier, longer, and more productive lives while keeping them out of more costly acute care settings

in thelong term; and

WHEREAS, the increased use of new and improved prescription drugs has changed the
delivery of hedth carein the United States Snce Medicare was enacted, and while two-thirds of the
Medicare population has some form of prescription drug coverage, dthough many timesinadequate,

one-third of Medicare beneficiaries have no coverage a dl; and

WHEREAS;, Congress did not enact a drug benefit.in the Medicare program, therefore the
program isinadequate in providing the ederly and disabled the most appropriate drug therapies,

preventing the ddivery of quality hedth care at an affordable cogt; and

WHEREAS, the private sector provides affordable coverage by negotiating discounts on drugs
and mesting the needs of specid populations with-chrenie diseases and those with co-morbidities
through coordinating care with disease management, drug utilization review, and patient education

programs, dl of which aid in ameliorating medicd errors, and

WHEREAS, comprehensive reform of the Medicare program would utilize the successful tools



of the private sector in coordinating care for this population and use the marketplace to foster
competition among private plans, resulting in more choices of quaity coverage for seniors and the

disabled while maintaining the financid sugtainability of the program; and

WHEREAS, the failure of Congress to provide for comprehensive reform of Medicare and the
encouraging of statesto use their own resources to ease the burden of the elderly and disabled

Medicare populations, in effect, result in an unfunded informa mandate on the sates;, and

WHEREAS, in implementing ate programs to assst the Medicare population, state budgetary
condiraints can often result in requirements to restrict and limit patient access to needed prescription

drugs, and the enactment of anti-competitive price controls:

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the members of the Ninety-second Generd
Assembly, First Regular Session, the House of Representatives concurring therein, hereby request that
the United States Congress enact financidly sustainable, voluntary, universal, and privately administered

out-patient prescription drug coverage as part of the federal Medicare program; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Secretary of the Senate be instructed to prepare a

properly inscribed copy of this resolution for each member of the Missouri Congressiona Delegation.



