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Cloning and Stenr-Ccl ls :  Thc F ight  for  I ' lunran Digni t )u

High above the f - loorof  thc chanrbers of  thc MissoLrr i  Scnate is  inscr ibcd the fb l lou ' i r tg ,
"Il'ee ar-rd fair discLrssior.r u,ill ever be fbr-urd thc firmest fl'icnd to trllth." Thouglt it is pcrhaps the
nature of legislatures to argLle, at the end of the day lve rcal ize thc lvisdonr of our fbtrnding
tathers in setting up a system rvhere ideas proposed to beconre larv t.uust stand r-rp to thc light of

f iee and open discussior"r. I t  is in the proccss of open debate that half--truths, i trt t t tettdos attd
rnisconceptions can be rcvealed and refutcd.

As lve approach the bcginning of thc legislat ive scssiot.t  in January, a batt le is brert ' i l tg

o l ,cr  the issr - re of  huntan c lon ing in  N4issour i .  I  rv i l l  co-sponsor  a b i l l  that  sceks to  ban t l t is

1: r rc lccc lurc  t l ta t  l tushcs sr tc ic t l ,ucross thc i r rv is ib lc  c th ica l  l inc that  scpl t l ' l l tcs  sc ic t lcc  that
p l 'o i .n( ) tcs i rLrnr .u . r  drgni t r  f l -ont  sc icncc 1 lut t  t lcntc i l l t :  l t .

\ \ i i t l t  l ter l tu l ts  no other  issuc is  t l re  oppol tLr r r i t l  l i r r " '11 'cc anc l  l l t i r ' "  t i iset tss i t r t  r ts
dcs l te ra tc l ; ' ncc t i cd .  1 - l t i s  o l t cn  t l cba tc  i s  c r i t r ca l  s i ncc  c l i scL rss ions  o1 ' c lon i t t g  i ncv i t l t b l y  I ' l r sc
isst - rcs i r rvo lv ing cntbryonic  s tcnr  cc l l rcscarch.  FuncJarncnta l ly ,  t l ic  pL l rposc of  c l t i r t i r tg  is  t t r
provicle a solrrce of hunran cnibryos l l 'onr * 'hich thcse valuablc stenr-ccl ls can bc harvcstcd. This

harvest ing in  t r - r rn  inev i tab ly  dcst roy,s  the l iv ing crnbryo,  r 'a is ing cr ies of  protest  f l -ont  t l tosc
contnt i t tcd to  c le f -enc l ing thc l i lc  o f  these t iny hLrmarr  be ings.  On the othcr  s ide,  u 'c  hAt 'c  sonrc i t r
t hc  r csca rch  con tn t r rn i t l , , anc l  t he i r  u l l i cs  i n  sovcn r rcn t  n ra l< ing  bo l t l  c l l t i n r s  th l t t  t l t l ' o t rgh  t l t i s
rcscarch thc cure l i r r  hunran i l lness is  u , i th in  oLl l  g l 'asp.  I 'coplc .  thcv c l l t inr ,  u  i l l  r isc  l i 'o r r t
u 'hcc lchai rs ,  A lzhc intcr 's  1- lu t icnts  r i i l l  renrcr-nbcr  anc l  a  host  o1 'other  a i lnrc t t ts  r i i l l  bc cLt t -c t l .

Trvo r.r,ecks ago I had the opportLrnity to sit  in t ' l rr u r l lrc discussion on clonittg attcl stcttt-
cel l  rcsearch rvhere experts l iom both sides of this debatc put their case ol" l  thc l ine. dcl 'cncJecl
theirposit ions and took questions from a grol lp of legislators. I  cor"r ld not bc ntore pleased n' i th

the results. As one u,ho opposes human cloning in al l  i ts fornts, last rvcck's debatc ntade clcar of
the fact that the science surrounding stem-cells strongly slrpports real citut iot ' t .

ht future colur-r-u-rs I ivi l l  bc addrcssing the sciencc on some of the main points of
contcnt ion in  the s teru-cc l l  c lcbate in  nn ut tcnrpt  to  shcd l ruht  on th is  sLrb. jcct .  TI tcsc l to i t t ts
i nc lL rc l c  n 'hc thc r  o r  n ( ) t  c l on ing  c l c i l t cs  l r L rnu i r r  l r l c .  n  hc t l r c r '  l \ l i s soL r r i  t  i l l  sL r t l c r  i r r c l t l r r ab l c
cconont ic  loss i l - *e ban eur l t r , - t tn ic  s tcnr-cc i l  leseulc i r .  unc l  * 'hcthcr  l to l t -cont lovcrs ia l  l rc lLr l t
s ten t - cc l l  r cscu rch  i s  n ted ia l l l ' l t r o rn i s ing .  I bc l i cvc  thc  sc i cncc  s t fo l t g l v  s r . l ppo r t s  t hc  1 l l ' o - l r l L '
pos l t io l t  I  I tavc ta l<en.  I f  "1 icc anc l  l i r r r  c l iscuss iorr "  is  t rLr th 's  l inncst  1 l ' icnd thcn I tca l thv c icb l t tc  o t t
th is  sub- jcct  r i , i l l  be va lLrablc  fbr  a l l  o f  MissoLr l i .

I f  you havc corlnteuls or ql lcstions about this rveek's columt-t or any other tt-tattcr
involv ing s tate qovenrnrcnt ,  l r lcase l 'ee I  t icc  to  contact  nre at  (573)  751-8793 or  by c t t ta i l  a t
l e l  l l t ' t  l : .  t , t l  ,  /  > e l l l t l r ' .  > t l l  l ( ' .  l l  ) (  t .  I  l :


