June 2, 1862
This Date in Missouri Senate History

On This Date in Missouri Senate History, the date was June 2, 1862, the day loyalty oaths were adopted in Missouri.

So-called “oaths of loyalty” were born of the Civil War, and determining who was on whose side, as the nation split. Loyalty oaths started with the U.S. Military. Missouri’s provisional government saw them as a way to keep order.

The “dominion system” took political stances of people in local militias, rather than entire platoons. But, it wouldn’t be long until this idea moved throughout territories and made its way into a national format.

In a matter of a few years, Congress created the Ironclad oath, which was originally given to all federal employees. President Lincoln opposed it, but was outnumbered. The federal version of the oath was based on Missouri’s.

Such loyalty oaths continued past the Civil War and into Reconstruction. The Missouri General Assembly outlaws the oath in 1871. The 1875 Missouri Constitution did away with the loyalty oath.

June 2, 1862, the date marking implementation of Missouri’s loyalty oath, on This Date in Missouri Senate History.
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