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Type: Original
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Bill Summary: This proposal modifies provisions relating to expert witnesses.

FISCAL SUMMARY

ESTIMATED NET EFFECT ON GENERAL REVENUE FUND

FUND AFFECTED FY 2018 FY 2019 FY 2020

Total Estimated 
Net Effect on 
General Revenue $0 $0 $0

ESTIMATED NET EFFECT ON OTHER STATE FUNDS

FUND AFFECTED FY 2018 FY 2019 FY 2020

Total Estimated 
Net Effect on Other
State Funds $0 $0 $0

Numbers within parentheses: ( ) indicate costs or losses.
This fiscal note contains 4 pages.
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ESTIMATED NET EFFECT ON FEDERAL FUNDS

FUND AFFECTED FY 2018 FY 2019 FY 2020

Total Estimated
Net Effect on All
Federal Funds $0 $0 $0

ESTIMATED NET EFFECT ON FULL TIME EQUIVALENT (FTE)

FUND AFFECTED FY 2018 FY 2019 FY 2020

Total Estimated
Net Effect on 
FTE 0 0 0

9  Estimated Net Effect (expenditures or reduced revenues) expected to exceed $100,000 in any

 of the three fiscal years after implementation of the act.

ESTIMATED NET EFFECT ON LOCAL FUNDS

FUND AFFECTED FY 2018 FY 2019 FY 2020

Local Government $0 $0 $0
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FISCAL ANALYSIS

ASSUMPTION

Officials at the Office of the Attorney General assume that any potential costs arising from this
proposal can be absorbed with existing resources. 

Officials at the Office of the State Courts Administrator, the Department of Social Services,
the Department of Health and Senior Services, the Office of the State Public Defender and
the Office of Prosecution Services each assume no fiscal impact to their respective agencies
from this proposal. 

FISCAL IMPACT - State Government FY 2018
(10 Mo.)

FY 2019 FY 2020

$0 $0 $0

FISCAL IMPACT - Local Government FY 2018
(10 Mo.)

FY 2019 FY 2020

$0 $0 $0

FISCAL IMPACT - Small Business

There could be a direct fiscal impact to small businesses as a result of this proposal.

FISCAL DESCRIPTION

This act provides that current standards for admitting expert testimony in a civil action shall
apply to legal actions adjudicated in probate court, juvenile court, family courts, or in actions
involving divorce, marriage, adoption, child support orders, or protective orders. In all other legal
actions an expert witness may testify in a court proceeding if the expert has specialized
knowledge that will help the trier of fact understand the evidence, the testimony is based on
sufficient facts and the product of reliable principles, and if the expert has reliably applied such
principles to the facts of the case. 
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FISCAL DESCRIPTION (continued)

An expert may base an opinion on facts in the case that the expert has been made aware of or
personally observed. If experts in the particular field would reasonably rely on those kinds of
facts in forming an opinion, the facts need not be admissible for the opinion to be admitted. If the
facts would otherwise be inadmissible, the proponent may disclose them to the jury only if their
probative value outweighs their prejudicial effect. An expert witness shall not testify on the
defendant's mental state which constitutes an element of the crime. An expert witness may state
an opinion without first testifying to the underlying facts, but may be required to do so on
cross-examination. A real property owner is competent to testify as to the reasonable market
value of his or her land, in accordance with certain case law listed in the act. 

This legislation is not federally mandated, would not duplicate any other program and would not
require additional capital improvements or rental space.
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